
EC-26-174





 

 

Cover Analysis 

 

1. What is it?  
An Executive Communication regarding pollinator conservation efforts. 

 

2. What will this piece of legislation do?  
Updates Council on City department efforts related to pollinator protection and 

conservation. 

 

3. Why is this project needed? 
Pollinators are key components of healthy ecosystems that sustain 

environmental/ecological quality and contribute benefits to the City and its 

residents. 

  

4. How much will it cost and what is the funding source? 
N/A An informational report only. 

 

5. Is there a revenue source associated with this contract? If so, what 

level of income is projected? 
N/A 

  

6. What will happen if the project is not approved? 
N/A  

 

7. Is this service already provided by another entity? 
No. 

 

 





Update on City Department Efforts Related to Pollinator Protection and Conservation

May 2026

Section 1. That the City of Albuquerque reaffirms the designation and recommits to the 

standards of Bee City USA and designates the Parks and Recreation Department as the City's 

BCUSA sponsor; Parks and Recreation Department shall designate a representative from that 

department to serve as the BCUSA liaison. 

• Albuquerque is recognized as a Bee City USA and was the first Bee City USA in the

Southwest. Bee Cities are committed to educating the public and advocating for

pollinators at all levels to ensure policies and practices that benefit pollinators. The

Parks and Recreation Department (PRO) representative for two years was Deputy

Director Dennis Vasquez. Since his retirement in 2025, the Director has been the

representative.

Section 2. That the City, through coordinated efforts of its departments, will increase 

plantings and maintenance of native plant species along roadsides and trails, and in roadway 

medians, parks, and open spaces, and generally strive to improve pollinator habitat. 

PRD, Solid Waste Department (SWD), Department of Arts & Culture (DAC), and the Department 

of Municipal Development (DMD) are City departments that have the most role in pollinator 

habitat. 

• DMD's standard designs and procedure for vegetation along road/street projects is to

utilize native plants, which support pollinators. DMO's Green Stormwater Infrastructure

projects incorporate native plants (e.g. the recent Morningside GSI project).

• $WO/Clean Cities maintains street medians and a variety of other spaces in the City.

SWO plants medians with native plants that support pollinators and also has an

extensive and innovative program to plant wildflower beds on medians. This program

now has 173 wildflower bed locations across the City. See map.

• DAC has made a major commitment to pollinator conservation, including through

establishment of seven significant pollinator exhibits and demonstration gardens at

BioPark facilities (Zoo, Botanic Garden, and Tingley Beach). The BioPark also support

conservation of the rare Nokomis silverspot butterfly and the endangered Sacramento

Mountain checkerspot butterfly by growing host and nectar plants the greenhouses and

in the Botanic Garden. See summary.

• PRD's network of parks, trails, open space and other green spaces function as key

pollinator habitat in the City. Park landscape projects all utilize native plant species that

support pollinators, and PRD grows pollinator-friendly plants at the PRO greenhouse. In

addition to core park and buffer landscaping, PRO has been adding special pollinator

garden areas to parks as opportunities arise and funding allows. For example, PRD has






















