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CITY of ALBUQUERQUE 
TWENTY SECOND COUNCIL 

 
 
COUNCIL BILL NO.       O-16-28                ENACTMENT NO.   ________________________ 
 
SPONSORED BY: Brad Winter, by request 

 
 

ORDINANCE 1 
REVISING PORTIONS OF THE TRAFFIC CODE SECTION 8-5-1-5 RELATING TO 2 
METER PARKING AND EXPIRED METER PARKING; AND REVISING SECTION 3 
8-1-3-99(B) RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR PARKING VIOLATIONS 4 

WHEREAS, the traffic code was revised by ordinance 0-2016-011 to, among 5 
other changes, apply requirements evenly to all vehicles; and 6 

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the overarching intent to treat all vehicles the 7 
same, the prior amendments inadvertently failed to eliminate certain parking 8 
exemptions for motorcycle, motorscooter or moped parking payment; and 9 

WHEREAS, in order to have consistency in the ordinance; and 10 
WHEREAS, the most recent amendment to §8-1-3-99(B)(4) of the traffic 11 

code enlarged the amount of time for a citizen to pay fines for parking 12 
violations; and  13 

WHEREAS, §8-1-3-99(B)(4) allows a citizen 10 days to pay a fine from the 14 
date of the occurrence of the violation before incurring doubling of the fine; 15 
and 16 

WHEREAS, in order to be consistent in the ordinance, a citizen should have 17 
the same amount of time to initiate court proceedings to answer the charges. 18 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL, THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF 19 
ALBUQUERQUE:  20 

SECTION 1.  SECTION 8-5-1-5(A) METER PARKING, EXPIRED METER IS 21 
HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 22 
“(A) Except in a period of emergency determined by an officer of the Fire 23 
Department or Police Department, or except in compliance with a uniformed 24 
police officer engaged in directing traffic, any vehicle[, except a motorcycle, 25 
motorscooter or moped,] parked or standing in a space regulated by a parking 26 
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meter between the hours and on the days specified on the meter shall be 1 
lawfully parked or standing only when the owner, operator or driver of such 2 
vehicle, upon parking or standing a vehicle in the metered parking space, shall 3 
immediately deposit payment  as specified on the meter regulating such 4 
parking space.  Failure to deposit the proper payment as required shall 5 
constitute a violation of this section. When the "VIOLATION" indicator is 6 
showing, it shall be presumptive evidence that any vehicle[, except a 7 
motorcycle, motorscooter, or moped] found parked or standing in a 8 
regulated metered space is parked or standing in violation of this section.  The 9 
provisions of this section shall not relieve any person from the duty to 10 
observe other and more restrictive provisions prohibiting or limiting the 11 
stopping, standing or parking of vehicles.” 12 

SECTION 2. SECTION 8-1-3-99 (B)(4) PENALTY IS HEREBY AMENDED 13 
AS   FOLLOWS: 14 
     “(4) Fines for any parking violation, including §7-5-3 and Sale of Motor 15 
Vehicles, if not paid within 10 days of the occurrence of the violation, shall be 16 
two times the amount of the fine, and if not paid within 20 days of the 17 
occurrence of the violation, shall be three times the amount of the fine, unless 18 
the person cited has initiated court proceedings to answer the charges within 19 
[10] [five] days of the issuance of the citation.” 20 

SECTION 3. COMPILATION. The amendments set forth in Section 1 and 21 
Section 2 above shall amend, be incorporated in and made part of the Revised 22 
Ordinances of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1994. 23 

SECTION 4.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, paragraph, sentence, 24 
clause, word or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or 25 
unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not 26 
affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this ordinance.  The Council 27 
hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each section, 28 
paragraph, sentence, clause, word or phrase thereof irrespective of any 29 
provisions being declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid. 30 
 SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect five days 31 
after publication by title and general summary. 32 
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